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Introduction 
This user manual documents the different tools, services and applications of TextGrid from a 

userôs perspective.  

TextGrid focuses mainly on two components: TextGridLab (short for laboratory) as a single 

point of entry to the virtual research environment, provides integrated access to specialized 

tools, services and content, while TextGrid Rep (short for repository), a long-term archive for 

research data in the humanities, embedded in a grid infrastructure, will ensure availability and 

access to its research data as well as interoperability. 

This report will be concerned with the former component. 

The contents of this report is or will also be available in the TextGridLabôs online help 

system. 

1 The TextGridLab 
TextGridLab is TextGridôs client application. It offers services and tools for specialists in the 

arts and humanities in a grid environment. 

1.1 Download and Installation 

The current beta version of the TextGridLab is available as a free download from 

www.textgrid.de/beta.html for various operating systems. Before you can use the software, 

you must install a Sun Java Runtime Environment (JRE, at least version 5)
1
. Aside from that, 

TextGridLab does not require installation: simply download and unpack the archive file and 

run the textgridlab application. 

1.2 Your TextGrid account 

A lot of functionality including read-only access to published information and working with 

local files is available without logging in. To be able to store your own data in the repository, 

however, you need to identify yourself and login. If your institution participates in the DFN 

Shibboleth federation, you may simply use your institutional login to do so, in any case you 

can request a specific TextGrid account from our web site at 

www.textgrid.de/beta/installation.html. 

                                                 
1
  Either your operating system provides means for installing a JRE, or you can download an appropriate 

version from  http://java.com/download  

http://www.textgrid.de/beta.html
http://www.textgrid.de/beta/installation.html
http://java.com/download
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1.3 User Interface Basics 

 

Figure 1: TextGridLab displaying the Welcome Screen. 

Figure 1 shows what you see when you start the TextGridLab:  

The main part of the application window is filled with the Welcome Screen, which provides 

links to the most important tools of the TextGridLab. You can login here (see p. 24, this part 

of the screen shows your user ID if you already have logged in), access the tool to search 

through TextGrid, switch to the XML editor or call the online help. 

1.3.1 Managing User Interface Components 

Figure 2 shows what you see when you click on the Project & User Management link on the 

welcome screen (this tool is described in detail in the section Project and User Management 

on p. 24 ff).
2
 

The menu bar at the top of the screen offers hierarchical access to most of TextGridLabôs 

functionality. The toolbar below offers quick access to the most used tools and components 

plus additionally some tool-specific functions. 

Use the perspective bar below to switch between tools you already used in this session ï the 

concept of perspectives is explained in more detail below. 

The TextGridLabôs user interface builds on the principle of re-use of components: There are 

rather small components with a specific functionality that are re-used in various tools. 

                                                 
2
 TextGridLabôs UI is based on the principles of the Eclipse integrated development environment, if you are 

already familiar with Eclipse you may just flip through this section. 
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Figure 2: TextGridLab's user interface components exemplified by the project administration tool. 

For example, there is the Navigator (described in section Navigator on p. 22) that can be used 

to browse through projects and objects therein. This component is displayed in (e.g.) the 

project and rights management tool (as on the left side in Figure 2), the workflow editor and 

the text-image link editor. Building blocks like this are called views. The other views in 

Figure 2 are labeled User Management and Role Help. 

The application screen is mainly an arrangement of these views, plus fixed components like 

menu, toolbar and status line. Each view has a title bar. You can move a view to another 

region of the screen by dragging its title bar with the mouse. Resize views by dragging the 

border between screen components, or temporarily maximize or minimize a view by clicking 

on the   or icons, respectively. Use the : icon to remove a view from your screen ï you 

can bring it up again using the respective menu item from the Tools menu. 

Multiple views can be stacked on top of each other. If you do that, only the topmost one of 

these views is visible. Click on a background viewôs title bar to make it visible. 
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Figure 3: Navigator and Metadata Editor stacked. 

1.3.2 Perspectives and Editors 

A specific arrangement of user interface components can be saved as a perspective. 

TextGridLab uses perspectives for the various tools: E.g., there is a project management 

perspective that displays the navigator, the user management view and the role help (cf. 

Figure 2); and there is a link editor perspective (cf. section Image Link Editor on p. 44 ff.) 

that combines the navigator with views for image and text. 

If you open an object in the XML editor, the user interface part that displays the XML content 

is an editor. Editors are close relatives to views, with (from a userôs perspective) just a few 

differences: Unless re-arranged, all editors open in a central area typically in the middle of the 

screen as tabs on top of each other. While you typically have one view of a kind whose 

contents depends on the selected object, youôll open a separate editor for each object you want 

to edit. The editor will stay open until you explicitly close it or the software. 

Editors can contain unsaved content, in this case their title is marked with an asterisk (*). 

1.3.3 Selection and the Context Menu 

Large parts of user interfaceôs contents and functionality depend on the current selection. To 

select something in a list or tree, single-click it, to select multiple objects, control-click them 

(command-click on a Mac) or use shift-click to select a range of objects. You can also 

combine the control and shift keys with the cursor and space keys to select without using the 

mouse. In a text editor, you can select by simply dragging the mouse or using shift and the 

cursor keys. 

E.g., the User Management view always shows the context information about the currently 

selected project, if you select another project, the view updates its contents. 
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2 Tools 

2.1 XML Editor 

The XML Editor is an interactive tool for viewing XML files and for creating new data or 

annotating text retrospectively in XML. 

TextGridôs XML editor is based on the Eclipse Web Tools Platform Project
3
 and Vex

4
 by 

John Krasnay et al. 

2.1.1 How to Open the XML Editor 

The XML Editor can be opened 

by clicking on the XML icon in the Welcome Screen of the TextGridLab;  

  

or directly in the TextGridLab by selecting ñToolsò from the menu bar and clicking on ñXML 

Editorò; 

  

rsp. by clicking on the XML icon   in the tool bar below; 

Once the perspective has been opened, it can be easily accessed by clicking the ñXML Editorò 

tab in the perspective switch bar, even if another perspective is active at the time.  

  

2.1.2 Editing XML Files 

2.1.2.1 How to open XML files 

To open an existing XML document in the XML editor 

                                                 
3
  http://www.eclipse.org/webtools  

4
  http://vex.sourceforge.net/  

http://www.eclipse.org/webtools
http://vex.sourceforge.net/
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either use the Navigator and choose a file from the listed projects, 

  

or browse the TextGridRep with the Search Tool. 

  

Note: In order to create a new document, see Managing (Adding, Copying, Publishing) 

Resources in a Project.  

2.1.2.2 The Views of the XML editor  Perspective 

The document is displayed in the XML-Editor Perspective, which again is divided in several 

views. 

  

Figure: The XML Editor perspective 

 

On the left hand side, the Metadata Editor shows the metadata of the current document. (It can 

be closed while working with the XML Editor)  

../navigator/open.html
../labSearch/openSearch.html
../projectManagement/managingResources.html
../projectManagement/managingResources.html
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The three main views of the XML editor - the Design view, the Source view and the 

WYSIWYM view - are located in the centre. These views are used for editing an XML-file. 

You can switch between the single pages by clicking the appropriate tab on the bottom left 

side. Any changes you make in one view are also reflected in the other views. 

The right side of the XML-Editor Perspective is again subdivided in to two smaller views, the 

Outline view and the Properties View below. The Outline View shows an outline of the 

structure in order to help facilitate XML development. You can also use the Outline view to 

insert and delete elements. To do so, right click the element and choose the action to be 

performed from the context menu. The Properties View overviews the properties of the 

elements. You can edit the value(s) of the properties by typing in the right column of this 

view.  

2.1.2.3 How to Save XML files 

To save any changes you have made in your document, select "File" from the menu bar and 

choose one from the saving options. 

Note: If you close a document without saving the modifications, a dialoge is brought up to 

remind you to save your file.  

2.1.3 Editor Views 

2.1.4 Design View 

In the Design View, the XML file is represented as a tree, which is helpful to overview highly 

structured data. 

xml-editor4.xhtml
xml-editor5.xhtml
xml-editor6.xhtml
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Figure: The Design View 

 

Content and attribute values can be edited 

directly in the corresponding table cells of the right column, 

  

or with the help of the context menu. Therefore right-click the item you wish to alter and 

choose the appropriate task from the menu. 

  

2.1.5 Source View 

The Source view enables you to view and work directly with a file's source code. 
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Figure: The Source View 

 

The Source view has many text editing features, such as: 

¶ Syntax highlighting, i.e. each tag type is highlighted differently, enabling you to easily find 

a certain kind of tag for editing.  

¶ Content assist, which helps you finish tags. The Content assist uses the information of the 

associated Schema to provide a list of acceptable continuations depending on where the 

cursor is located in an XML file, or what has just been typed. To select one of the proposed 

options just double-click it.  

¶ Unlimited undo and redo, these options allow you to incrementally undo and redo every 

change made to a file for the entire editing session. For undo, press ctrl+Z, for redo press 

ctrl+Y or choose both options alternatively by selecting "Edit" in the menu bar.  

¶ Node selection, based on the location of your cursor (or selection in the Outline view), the 

node selection indicator highlights the line numbers that include a node (for example, an 

element or attribute), in the vertical ruler in the left area of the Source view.  

¶ "Smart" double-clicking behaviour. If your cursor is placed in an attribute value, one 

double-click selects that value, another double click selects the attribute-value pair, and a 

third double-click selects the entire tag. This makes it easier to copy and paste commonly 

used pieces of XML.  
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¶ Pop-up windows, which show the content model for elements and attributes  

 

  

2.1.6 WYSIWYM View 

The WYSIWYM (= "What You See Is What You Mean") View organises the contents of an 

xml-file in a structured way, according to their function. The appearance of the document is 

defined by a Cascading Style Sheet (CSS). 

  

Figure: The WYSIWYM View 

 

The structure of the document is visualised by two kinds of markers: 

¶ Block Markers, which mark nested divisions of an XML-file. 
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¶ Inline Markers, which mark the single elements of an XML-file. 

 

  

To show Block Markers, left-click the symbol  , to show Inline Markers, left-click the 

symbol  in the tool bar. To hide them, click the symbols again. Both types of markers can 

be activated at the same time.  














































































































































