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TextGridLab and Eclipse

• TextGridLab is based on the 
Eclipse Rich Client Platform

• Currently version 3.3 (Europa)
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Eclipse in 5 minutes

• Eclipse is a bunch of plug-ins
• Each plug-in consists of a 

– Declarative part (Plug-In Manifest)
• META-INF/MANIFEST.MF – Plug-in dependencies etc.
• plugin.xml – Extensions, Contributions (see below)
• Common Editor

– Code 
• Loaded only when needed
• Activator for lifecycle management

– Optionally Resources
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1: Create Plugin & Handler

• Create a new plugin
• Familiarize yourself with the plugin manifest
• Create a context menu item

– Commands
– Handlers
– Menu Contributions

• popup:org.eclipse.ui.popup.any?
after=additions

• Access a TextGrid object(’s Metadata)
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2: Call the service from this morning

• Generate the client stubs using Axis2's wsdl2java
– There are Eclipse wizards, but they don't work :-(
– wsdl2java ­uri ../NameService.wsdl         (modulo typo)

• Set the standard service arguments from Eclipse
– Authorization Info: RBAC Session ID
– Log Info (see the Log View, Ctrl+3 Log RET)

• Actually call the service
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3: Display the results in a View



TextGrid Summit21.– 22.01.2008

4: Create the Wikipedia view

• Create yet another view
• Pass on the selection
• Embed a browser
• We want to go to

– http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search=Name&go=Go

http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search
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5: Open an Editor, create a perspective

• Use IFile to access TextGridObject's contents

• Use the adapter pattern for
IFile  ←→ TextGridObject conversion

• Open the IFile in an editor
• Arrange the views & editor to a perspective
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Issues

• Add stuff to product
– For Export / Integration Build
– But you can simply drop the plugin to textgridlab/plugins/

• Responsiveness
– Use Jobs for long running tasks like network access

• Error handling
– Use StatusManager etc. to log local errors. Console output is 

swallowed in many environments.

• Restrict menu item enabledness / visibility
• GUI: Icons, I18n
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Other ways to do this

• TG-search
• Streaming Editor
• ...
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What we prepared for you

• Dependencies
– Eclipse Europa, Plugin Developers’ Edition
– Web Tools Platform Project

• Checkout Lab
– We can provide a Team Project Set

• Run configuration (for testing)
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