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A f f dA message for our funders
• Funded by JISC (Joint Information• Funded by JISC (Joint Information 

Systems Committee)
• Part of their VRE (Virtual Research 

Environment) programmeEnvironment) programme
• Runs until September 2011
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BackgroundBackground
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S i P iStarting Point

Collaborative environment for 
textual scholarship usingtextual scholarship, using 

German national infrastructure

Research practicesResearch practices
(to be) supported by

institutional infrastructureinstitutional infrastructure
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I i i l B k dInstitutional Background
R h t t• Research context
– Department of Digital Humanities
– Textual scholarship, online editions, TEI XML
– Collaborations between scholars andCollaborations between scholars and 

technology experts (and other institutions)

Infrastructural context:• Infrastructural context:
– Institutional repositories 
– Preservation environment
– Research management (REF)
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Research management (REF)



I i d b ddiIntegration and embedding
Th t t it t• These contexts are quite separate

• Integrate with institutional infrastructureg
• Embed within the day-to-day work 

practices of the researcherspractices of the researchers
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UsersUsers
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R h iResearcher practice
• Scholars do their own thing so• Scholars do their own thing, so ...
• Explore current and potential research 

i d f lpractices and use of tools
– Semi-structured interviews
– Tool walk-through (what could they do?)

• Integrate tools to support and enhance• Integrate tools to support and enhance 
these practices (current and potential)
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R h PResearch Partners
E l E li h L• Early English Laws
– Heterogeneous sources
– Distributed researchers

• Inscriptions of Roman Tripolitania• Inscriptions of Roman Tripolitania
– Established editing tradition
– Material sources

• Gascon RollsGascon Rolls
– Records editing tradition

E tit l i
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– Entity analysis



ToolsTools
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T l I iTool Integration
• oXygen XML Editor
• Search (Solr)• Search (Solr)
• Entity Management
• Named Entity Recognition
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S h (S l )Search (Solr)
User can choose:User can choose:
• Which documents to index
• How the document contents are indexed

- Indexing XSLTIndexing XSLT
- Solr schema

Search:
• Apache Lucene query syntax• Apache Lucene query syntax

- name:john
j h AND l l d
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- name:john AND place:london



E i M 1Entity Management - 1 
Entity Authority Tool Set: EATSEntity Authority Tool Set: EATS

• http://code.google.com/p/eats/

P f l k f l t d t t i EATS fPerform look-up of selected text in EATS, for 
identifying entities

Annotate text with entity details
<name key="entity-003061" type="place">Portchester</name>name key entity 003061  type place Portchester /name
<name key="entity-000781" type="person">John de 

Stonor</name>

TextGrid Workshop, Göttingen – 13th July 2011



E i M 2Entity Management - 2 
Create new entities directly from TEI markupCreate new entities directly from TEI markup
Each entity assigned an identifier that can be 

d URImapped to a URI
Indices of entities in documentsIndices of entities in documents
• Link to occurrence
• Link to entity page in EATS
Export from EATS:Export from EATS:
• topic maps 
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N d E i R i iNamed Entity Recognition
• Integration with GATE services• Integration with GATE services
• Automatically add entity markup to 

ddocuments 
• Automatically add entities to EATSAutomatically add entities to EATS
• Currently WIP
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EATS S h 1EATS Screenshots - 1
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EATS S h 2EATS Screenshots - 2
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EATS S h 3EATS Screenshots - 3
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EATS S h 4EATS Screenshots - 4
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EATS S h 5EATS Screenshots - 5
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InstitutionalInstitutional
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I i i l i fInstitutional infrastructure
Researcher work areaResearcher work area,

UI, tools, services

TextGrid serverTextGrid server 
software (adapted)

Institutional repositories

D t ti d ti

Institutional repositories
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Data curation and preservation



F d I i 1Fedora Integration - 1
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F d I i 2Fedora Integration - 2
F dTextGrid Fedora

objects

metadata

relationships
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F d I i 3Fedora Integration - 3

T tG idTextGrid

Fedora
ore:aggregates

isEditionOf

ore:aggregates
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FutureFuture
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N H iNew Horizons ...
• GATE• GATE

– Further integration
OCR di• OCRopodium
– OCR (Optical Character Recognition)
– Text extraction from digitised images

• Additional user projects:• Additional user projects:
– SAWS (HERA-funded project)

T t T t Li k Edit– Text-Text Link Editor
• Fedora integration:

TextGrid Workshop, Göttingen – 13th July 2011
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GATEGATE
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OCR diOCRopodium
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M i i i l i iMore institutional integration

archivists
scholars

repository
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repository



T iTo summarise
Di d h l ki di• Dispersed scholars working on diverse 
(digital) humanities projects

• Develop a VRE that is embedded in the 
day-to-day research activities of scholarsday to day research activities of scholars

• Integrate VRE with institutional 
f ( )infrastructure(s): repositories, 

preservation, archives/libraryp , y
• Provide integrated framework for dealing 

with (text-based) historical and archival
TextGrid Workshop, Göttingen – 13th July 2011

with (text-based) historical and archival 
material



Contacts

http://textvre cerch kcl ac uk/http://textvre.cerch.kcl.ac.uk/

mark.hedges@kcl.ac.uk
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